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I-78 fire brought out our best 


hate to hear the phone ring in months were finished in days, long days. 
the middle of the night. It’s Many of you worked 12-16 hour days, 
never good news. The early gave up vacation time or worked week- 
morning call on August 8 was no excep- _— ends. The work was intense but many 
tion even though at that point, none of us __ people said it was also an exciting expe- 
could have anticipated the extent of the rience. 


fire or the damage it would cause to I-78. Bridge inspectors crawled on top of 
The flames in the 25-foot high, 400- deck supports while the trash smoldered 

yard long trash pile were fueled by wood below them. Traffic engineers devel- 

and aluminum and temperatures under oped contingency plans while standing 


the bridge reached 1500 degrees Fahren- on a super-warm bridge deck. Secretar- 
heit. No bridge is designed to withstand _ ies stayed late into the evening to 


that kind of temperature. The bridge produce plans and reports. Everyone 
deck buckled and a major east-west route did whatever was asked of them, and 
to Newark and New York was closed. often much more. 

The mettle of our department was New Jersey depends on our depart- 
tested during this crisis. NJDOTers from ment to provide safe transportation 
all over the state were called in to systems. For those of you who had a 
evaluate the damage and make plans for _ direct or indirect hand in resolving the I- 
re-routing traffic. And you came 78 crisis, you served New Jersey well. 
through for the people of New Jersey. Thanks for doing a great job. It’s good 
Tasks that normally take weeks or to know we can take the heat. 


Cover Photo: I-78 closed to all traffic on 
| g v & oP | August 8 as firefighters battled the blaze below 
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A huge trash fire under I-78 
near Newark closed this key 


east-west route for eight days. Thomas Ho KeantGovenan 
; Robert A. Innocenzi, Acting Commissioner 
1 890s fi re dates d Ig 5 vf The Transporter is published 10 times a year for 
the employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
NJDOT arch aeolog ists are Department of Transportation. It is written and 
. P designed by the Communications Office, Room 
able to date artifacts at Fair 1500, Annex I, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 530- 
Lawn dig due to house fire. 2126. The Transporter is printed by the 


Department's Print Shop. 
Linda Artlip, Director of Communications; 


New look for Tr anspor LEP _ Camille Sinclair, Manazing Editon Gera 


Guarnieri and William Shaughnessy, Page 


We hope readers will like the Editors; Frank Bridgewater and Gabriel 
Tran sporter's new format, one Palmieri, Graphic Artists; James Hadden, David 
that will allow us to be flexible Haytaian, Debbie Lawler, Randy Linthurst and 


Bonnie Williamson, Contributors; Jenni Jeavons, 
Rita Skillman and Linda Zajac, Support Staff. 


Willingboro vanpoolers (front to 
back) Bert Kennedy, Harshad 
Ringwala, Paul Ignarri, Elsie 
Eldon, Steve Krasnansky, Kiran 
Patel, Al Eugene and Salah 
Abedrabbo save money and time 
by sharing the ride to Trenton. 


Ridesharing can be solution 
to congestion, pollution woes 


September was Ridesharing Month in 
New Jersey, the most densely populated 
state in the nation. September 20 was 
Ridesharing Day. 

Governor Thomas H. Kean made an 
official proclamation to call attention to 
the ridesharing solution to traffic conges- 
tion. The Department sponsored special 
promotions. Transportation Management 
Associations (TMAs) in six counties also 
stepped up their efforts this month. 

Besides a solution to traffic congestion, 
ridesharing may also be the deciding 
factor in whether New Jersey meets 
federal clean air standards. 

Cars and trucks account for more than 
half of the air pollution in American cities 
and about one-third of the major “green- 
house” gases released into the atmos- 
phere. The "greenhouse effect" is the 
phrase used to describe the gradual 
warming of the earth caused by the 
erosion of the ozone layer. 

Transportation and environmental 
officials alike agree that New Jerseyans 
must cut down on vehicle miles traveled 
to reduce air pollution substantially. 
Because of an ever-increasing number of 
cars on the road, the Environmental 
Protection Agency predicts that by 1994 


vehicle emissions will increase for the 
first time since 1970. Carpools and 
vanpools get vehicles off the roads. 

Congress is in the process of reauthor- 
izing the Clean Air Act. States that 
currently don’t meet federal clean air 
standards — New Jersey is one of them 
— must initiate state implementation 
plans (SIPs) and submit them to the 
federal government by 1991-92. 

Andras Fekete, manager of the NJDOT 
Bureau of Environmental Analysis, is 
among those responsible for gathering 
and analyzing material to be included in 
the state SIP. 

“We are taking an inventory of all 
mobile sources of pollution, concentra- 
tions of pollution, and future travel pro- 
jections,” said Fekete. “Ultimately, we 
may have to change our way of life to cut 
down on air pollution. 

“Tough emissions standards won’t 
work if you keep putting more cars on the 
road,” Fekete said. “People don’t like 
infringements on their personal freedom, 
but, if we don’t comply with clean air 
standards, the federal government could 
cut us off from much-needed highway 
funding. It’s also a public health issue." 


NJDOT airs radio spot 


Oh, no, another traffic jam! 
(Echoing thunder). Well, then do 
something about it. 

Huh, what? 

Have you ever thought about 
ridesharing? 

Ridesharing, you mean like carpools 
and vanpools? 

Exactly. Ridesharing lowers insurance 
and commuting costs and reduces 
stress. 

Hey, great idea. How can I find out 
more? 

Call, from New Jersey, 1-800-245- 
POOL. Don’t be a fool! 1-800-245- 
POOL. 

(Gong) Hey, who are you anyway? 

A message from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. 


(This 30-second radio spot was 
broadcast on seven radio stations in 
the New Jersey, New York and 

Philadelphia area this month.) 
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Just after midnight 1 hy 8 area woke the deck, they re-routed 
on August 8, what up tolearn traffic, adjusted signing, 
became a three-alarm thatamain assessed damage and 
blaze in an unlicensed route into New __ worked alongside fire- 
dump site beneath the I- York City and through the __ fighters to cut a swath 
78 bridge in Newark Northeast was closed. through the smoldering 
burst into flame and About 100,000 vehicles debris to save Route 22. 
raged out of control for use it daily. For the next eight 
more than 12 hours. The Governor Thomas H. days, northern NJ 
fire damaged the nine- Kean and heads of key transportation agencies 


State agencies were on the 
scene with Newark and 
Essex County officials in 
the moming. Scores of 
NJDOTers rushed to the 
site. As flames lapped at 


span bridge severely 
enough to require that 
all lanes be closed hours 
before the morning rush. 
Commuters in the 
New York metropolitan 


and almost every 
NJDOT office worked 
round-the-clock to 
temporarily re-open the 
undamaged lanes to two- 
way traffic. 


RIGHT: Governor Kean 
answers reporters' 
questions at the news 
conference. 
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ABOVE: Smoke pours from joints between the west- 
bound spans of I-78. Firefighters battled the wood- and 
aluminum-fed blaze for three days. 
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RIGHT: Principal Engineer Shawn Sundaram 
holds a rocker bearing pin. 


|BELOW RIGHT: Expansion of the steel beams 
caused the roadway to drop about 10 inches. 


BELOW: Traffic moves smoothly through a 
temporary crossover opened nine days 
after the fire. 
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ABOVE: Principal Engineer Bob Flanagan, Senior Engineer Wayne 
Faulkner and Principal Engineer Joe Keil inspect the bridges. 
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ABOVE: This 400-yard long, 25-foot high trash 
pile fed the 1500° fire. 


LEFT: Acting Commissioner Robert Innocenzi and FHWA Regional 
Administrator John Kessler view the damage with Heavy 
Equipment Operator Bob Irwin. 
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Just after midnight 1-7 
on August 8, what 


y : 


eee 


area woke _ the deck, they re-routed 
up tolearn traffic, adjusted signing, 
became a three-alarm thatamain assessed damage and 
blaze in an unlicensed route into New _— worked alongside fire- 
dump site beneath the J- | York City and through the _ fighters to cut a swath 


78 bridge in Newark Northeast was closed. through the smoldering 
burst into flame and About 100,000 vehicles debris to save Route 22. 
raged out of control for use it daily. For the next eight 
more than 12 hours. The Governor Thomas H. days, northern NJ 
fire damaged the nine- Kean and heads of key transportation agencies 
span bridge severely State agencies were onthe —_and almost every 
enough to require that scene with Newark and NJDOT office worked 
all lanes be closed hours Essex County officials in round-the-clock to 
before the morning rush. _ the morning. Scores of temporarily re-open the 
Commuters in the NJDOTers rushed to the undamaged lanes to two- 


New York metropolitan _ Site. As flames lapped at way traffic. 


RIGHT: Governor Kean 
answers reporters' 
questions at the news 
conference. 


ABOVE: Principal | 
Faulkner and Princ'! 


ABOVE: Smoke pours from joints between the west- 
bound spans of I-78. Firefighters battled the wood- and 
aluminum-fed blaze for three days. 


LEFT: Acting Cort 
Administrator John 
Equipment Operate! 
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tIGHT: Principal Engineer Shawn Sundaram 
holds a rocker bearing pin. 


SELOW RIGHT: Expansion of the steel beams 
caused the roadway to drop about 10 inches. 


BELOW: Traffic moves smoothly through a 
temporary crossover opened nine days 
after the fire. 


neer Bob Flanagan, Senior Engineer Wayne 
Engineer Joe Keil inspect the bridges. 
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Rana 


OOPS! 


The name of Jayantilal 
Rana, Region II Materials, 
was unfortunately not printed 
under his photograph of the 
Employees of The Year in last 
month’s Transporter. 


Honored 


A retirement dinner honor- 
ing Paul T. Zabicki, Execu- 
tive Assistant to the Director, 
Division of Support Services, 
will be held on Thursday, 
November 30, at Angeloni’s 
Restaurant in Hamilton 
Township near Trenton. If 
you wish to attend or partici- 
pate in the program, contact 
Anne Marchetti or Olga 
Zelenock at (609) 530-2029. 

Friends of Tom Corcoran, 
Regional Materials Engineer 
in Region I, Clinton, will 
honor him at a retirement 
party on Friday, October 20, at 
the American Legion Hall in 
Alpha. For information call 
(201) 638-4930 


Certified 


Frank Feher, Robert 
Fiorello and John Panico 
from Region II Materials were 
certified as Asphalt Plant 
Technologists by the NJ 
Society of Asphalt Technolo- 
gists. 

Richard M. Balgowan, 
Principal Engineer, Bureau of 
Maintenance Engineering, has 
received his Professional 
Engineers License. 


Engaged 

John Varrelmann, Senior 
Engineer, Construction, 
Freehold, and Margaret 
Sodon, Senior Clerk Steno., in 
Electrical Engineering, 
Freehold, announced their 
engagement on June Z. 


Welcomed 


Carol Welsh, Bridge 
Operator, Route 52 & Beach 
Thorofare Drawbridge, and 
her husband, Chuck, Electri- 
cal Mechanic, Region IV, are 
the proud parents of an 8 lb., 
13 oz. baby girl, Ashley 
Christine, who was born on 
August 3. The couple met 
when Carol had an electrical 
problem on the bridge and 
Chuck was sent to make some 
repairs. 

Thomas Koch, Assistant 
Crew Supervisor, Netcong, 
and his wife, Ann, are the 
happy parents of a new baby 
girl born on August 1. 

Linda Janulewicz 
Ternlund, Secretarial 
Assistant III in Local Aid Dis- 
trict Operations, and her hus- 
band, Stephen, became the 
parents of their first child, 
Kenneth Stephen, who 
weighed in at 9 Ibs. 4.5 oz., on 
July 13. 

Marie Slowikowski, Local 
Aid, and her husband, Ken, 
welcomed their second child, 
7 Ib. 11 0z., Michael, on 
April 8. 

Kim Davis, Principal Clerk 
Typist, Cherry Hill, and her 
husband, Carl, formerly with 
Crew 455, Bridges, in Glass- 
boro are celebrating the arrival 
of an 8 lb. 4 oz., daughter, 
Brittany Marie. 


For car- and vanpool 
information, 
call 1-800-245-POOL. 


Photographers win prizes 


Commissioner Robert A. Innocenzi recently presented 
awards to the winners of the NJDOT Photo Contest which 
were announced in last month's Transporter. They are 
Joseph Coult, Brian Mulcahy, Larry McElmoyl, Timothy 
McGough, Innocenzi, Mearl Challender, Renee Coult, Bob 
Conti, Charles Guenzel and Robert Shea. Vincent F. 
Nichnadowicz was missing from the photograph. 


John E. Hobson, Pr. Engr. 
Trans., Design, 41 yrs.; 
William Crosby, Crew Supvr. 
Electrical, C & M, 25 yrs.; 
Gladys E. Sullivan, Pr. Clerk 
Typist, ROW, 23 yrs.; John 
A. Masiello, C & M Techni- 


Joseph J. Adams, 66, 
Master Mechanic, died on 
August 13. The Trenton 
resident had worked in the 
Fernwood Yard until his 
retirement on July 1 after more 
than 40 years of state service. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Thelma; a daughter, Tina 
Brown; his mother, Catherine, 
and three brothers. 

Florence A. Millerick, 85, 
died in August. She retired in 
1973 after 35 years of service. 
A resident of Trenton, she is 


cian III, C & M, 22 yrs.; 
Rosella R. Straley, Pr. Clerk 
Typist, Human Resources, 20 
yrs.; Alfonso F. Alaimo, 
Director, Region 2, C & M, 19 
yrs.; John Fallon, Bridge 
Operator, C & M, 10 yrs. 


survived by a sister, Helena, a 
sister-in-law and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Benjamin Scarpinato, 73, 
retired Assistant Foreman in 
Highway Maintenance, died 
April 4. He retired in 1981 
after 23 years of service. He 
is survived by his wife, Jan, 
and by a daughter and several 
grandchildren. 

William Pfister, retired 
Highway Engineer, died in 
June. He left NJDOT in 1970 
after 44 years of service. 


Part-time work available 


If you have a valid NJ 


driver's license you can get 
part-time work driving a 
snow plow this winter. No 
experience necessary. 


For more info call: 
Region I - (201) 347-4415 
Region II - (201) 648-2278 
Region III - (201) 308-4100 
Region IV - (609) 428-6550 


1890 Fair Lawn fire a plus 
for NJDOT archaeologists 


When Henry Hopper’s Fair 
Lawn farm house burned to the 
ground in the 1890s, newspa- 
pers in nearby Paterson didn’t 
cover the story. 

However, almost 100 years 
later, NJDOT archaeologists 
Lauralee Rappleye-Marsett 
and David Zmoda want to 
know everything they can 
about the Hopper fire and 
family. 

Rappleye-Marsett and 
Zmoda are supervising 
archaeological work at the Rte. 
208 project in Fair Lawn. The 
former Hopper house, now 
crumbling from neglect, will 
be razed to improve a busy 
intersection. 

However, environmental 
regulations require inspection 
of sites for historical signifi- 
cance prior to construction. 
Test digs at the site yielded 
17th and 18th century artifacts. 

“This was one of the last two 
farms in Fair Lawn,” said 
Zmoda. “The artifacts and our 
research led us to believe this 
site could tell us a lot about 
what everyday farm life was 
like in northeast New Jersey.” 

According to Rappleye- 
Marsett, this dig is special 
because they have an event to 
date the artifacts. 

“Our research found that the 
house was built around 1855 


and burned to the ground in 
the 1890s,” said Rappleye- 
Marsett. “It’s unusual to have 
an event that dates the artifacts 
we find. Often, the artifacts 
have collected over many 
years and are usually the 
family’s castoffs or garbage. 
The fire allows us to pinpoint 
the time and it also mixed the 
family’s special things with the 
garbage.” 
The middens (buried trash 
piles) around the house have 


"We're interested in 


people's lives, not 
things. We're using 
science to snoop.' 


yielded Paterson-made 
stoneware, brass merry- 
go-round rings, a porcelain 
doll, political buttons and 
bits of other housewares. 
Yet Zmoda says recovering 
old things is not what 
archaeology is all about. 

“We’re interested in 
people’s lives, not things,” said 
Zmoda. “We’re using science 
to snoop. The artifacts help us 
develop a picture of what 
everyday life was like in 18th 
century Fair Lawn.” 


Rebecca 
Yamin (center) explains 
her progress to NJDOTers David 


Zmoda and Lauralee Rappleye-Marsett. 


Rappleye-Marsett says the 
Department is not the only 
group interested in the project. 
The dig has created quite a bit 
of community interest. 

“We’ve had people stopping 
in to see what we’re doing,” 
said Rappleye-Marsett. “In 


fact, a homemaker and a 
second grade teacher volun- 
teered to help. A local 
professional photographer also 
volunteered to take photos of 
the house. It’s nice to see the 
people of Fair Lawn so 
interested in their history.” 


-\ Volunteers are needed this fall for 
“\\a pilot Trenton-area literacy project 


e free training 
e train, tutor on release time 
To attend a special orientation 
meeting for prospective tutors, call: 


Fay Wood, (609) 530-6135 


Transportation-related structures take many forms. If you can identify the location and the structure in this photograph, send your answer 
in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. It is not necessary to send the Transporter 
photograph with your answer. Please submit your answers by October 2. 


Only 23 NJDOTers correctly identified the photograph of the construc- 
tion of the new I-78 bridge over the Delaware River, The correct replies 
came from: Ron Altobelli, Pr. Planner, Planning; Joseph Bertoni, Assis- 
tant Engineer, Structural Engineering Services; Tom Corcoran, Regional 
Materials Engineer, Region 1; Charles C. Craddock Jr:, C & M Technician 
IV; Robert DiBartolo, Project Engineer, Structural Engineering Services; 
Art Egan, C & M Technician I; Patrick L. Galati, Pr. Engineer, Structural 
Engineering Services; Allison Hoagland, Sr. Clerk Transcriber, Human 
Resources; Ed Horta, C & M Operator; Kevin L. Islur, C & M Technician 
IV; Ron Kuzma, Sr. Engineer, Design; Steve Lavelle, Pr. Engineer, 


Region I Design; Michael J. Marue, Pr. Draftsman, Electrical Engineer- 
ing; Anil K. Mehta, Supervisor, Structural Engineering Services; Mahesh 
Patel, Sr. Engineer, Structural Engineering Services; Robert Shu, Sr. 
Engineer, Structural Engineering Services; Henry Soloway, Project Engi- 
neer, Region 2 Design, Newark; Richard D. Stangle, Assistant Crew 
Supervisor, Region I C & M; Robert Strack, Pr. Draftsman, Region III 
Design; Tom Thatcher, Policy Analysis; Peter W. Tomory, Res. Project 
Engineer, Region I Construction; Jeff Vernick, Transportation Analyst 
Trainee, Transportation Corridor Analysis; Kirk Weaver, Sr. Engineer, 
Travel Projections Unit. 
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